
ARGENTINA:

A Strategic Investment and 

Business Destination

ARGENTINA:

A Strategic Investment and 

Business Destination

Undersecretariat  for Investment Development and Trade Promotion

Secretariat of International Economic Relations 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship

September 2013



2
2



3

Argentina briefly 

Territory 3,8 millions km2 (2,8 millions km2 of 
continental territory)

Population (census 2010) 40,12 million people 

GDP (PPP - 2012) US$ 730.184 millions

GDP per capita (2012) US$ 18.200 (US$ 1516 per month)

Literacy 98,1%

Life expectancy 76 years

Urbanization rate 93%

� 8th largest country in the world in terms of area; 2nd in Latin America

� High levels of human development (HDI-UNDP): 2nd place in Latin America

� 1st world exporter of soybean oil and bio-diesel

� 4th producer and exporter of original television formats

� 3rd largest producer of genetically modified crops

� Leader in biotechnology in the region

� Industrial and innovation capacity (satellite Aquarius)
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Strong Regional Ties
MERCOSUR provides an additional opportunity for investment and growth in Argentina
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Signed Treaties between Argentina and Bulgaria

� AGREEMENT ON ECONOMIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA AND 
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA (1980)

� AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA AND THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA FOR THE 
PROMOTION AND RECIPROCAL PROTECTION OF INVESTMENTS (1993)

� COOPERATION AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF 
BULGARIA ON PEACEFUL USES OF NUCLEAR ENERGY (2000)

� AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
BULGARIA ON COOPERATION IN TOURISM (2003)

� AGREEMENT ON SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL COOPERATION BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF ARGENTINA AND 
THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA (2003)

� AGREEMENT ON THE ANTARCTIC COOPERATION BETWEEN THE NATIONAL DIRECTORATE OF THE ARGENTINE 
ANTARCTIC AND THE BULGARIAN ANTARCTIC INSTITUTE (2006)

� AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF BULGARIA FOR THE 
EXEPTION OF VISAS IN COMMON PASSPORTS (2006)

� AGREEMENT ON ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF ARGENTINA AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA (2008)
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Where to find more information?

www.inversiones.gov.ar
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• Annual GDP growth of 7.4% over 

constant prices in the period of 2003-

2009. 

•Twin fiscal and current account surpluses 

(0.2% of GDP in 2012) provide strong 

foundations for continued economic 

growth.

• Unprecedented accumulation of 

international reserves (US$ 46 billion in 

June 2012).

• Significant public debt reductions.

• Earnings as a percent of FDI stock 

averaged 10.0% in 2006-2010.

Sound fundamentals for sustainable growth
The Argentine economy has grown steadily since 2003. Argentina is among the fastest 

growing economies in the region.

GDP 2003-2012
(billion USD, market prices)

SOURCE: UNDERSECRETARIAT FOR INVESTMENT DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE PROMOTION OF ARGENTINA.
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Unemployment rate
annual average as a percentage of economically active population

Argentina Economic Outlook
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SOURCE: UNDERSECRETARIAT FOR INVESTMENT DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE PROMOTION OF ARGENTINA.
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Growth fueled by investment growth
Investment grew steadily since 2003 and reached record-high levels in 2008. Fast recovery in 

2010 with FDI flows growing 54%.

SOURCE: UNDERSECRETARIAT FOR INVESTMENT DEVELOPMENT AND TRADE PROMOTION OF ARGENTINA.

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI)
(in million of US$)

• FDI grew at an annual average rate of 43% between 2003-2008. In 2009 FDI contracted in line with FDI flows to the 

region and the rest of the world as a consequence of the global crisis. FDI were up 45% in 2012. 

+45%
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Foreign Direct Investment
Industry and Agriculture is the leading sector, it concentrates 43% of the stock of FDI in 
Argentina. Spain, USA, Holland, Brazil and Chile are the top five foreign investors. China is an 
increasingly important investor.
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Source: BCRA

FDI stock by destination sector (2011) in millions of USD

Industry and 

Agriculture
Natural resources Services Financial sector
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Foreign Direct Investment

FDI stock by origin top 10 countries (2011)

Source: BCRA
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Second most encouraging country in the region to FDI
According to the OECD, Argentina is the least restrictive country in the region, after Columbia, 

when it comes to FDI. 
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The opportunity
Argentina is a strategic investment location in the new global scenario

Global trends

� Population growth

� Food & energy 

demand expansion

� Climate change

� Manufacturing and 

services outsourcing

� R&D in emerging 

markets

Argentina's advantages to meet 

global demand: key sectors

Why Argentina ?

Food & Beverages

Renewable Energies

Value added manufacturing 

and services outsourcing

New technologies plus 

research and development
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Argentina External Trade

SOURCE: CEI

Trade of goods and services
(in million of US$)
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Argentina External Trade

SOURCE: CEI

Trade of goods and services
(in million of US$)
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Source: CEI

Exports from Argentina

YEAR 2012 (as total %)
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Exports from Argentina
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Imports to Argentina

Source: CEI

YEAR 2012 (as total %)
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Sound fundamentals for sustainable growth 

Attractive business profitability

Globally and regionally integrated economy 

Diversified economy to meet global market needs

Highly skilled, innovative and talented human resources

Abundant and diverse natural resources

Modern infrastructure and quality connectivity 

Vibrant culture 

Remarkable quality of life

Public sector supportive of investment

Foundations for success
Argentina offers investors:

A winning formula to succeed in your business
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� Nearly 2,000 multinationals 

� Total FDI stock of US$ 86 billion

� Ranked 15th among emerging countries 

in FDI stock (2009)

� Foreign affiliates account for:

• + than 442,000 jobs (2009)

• + than US$ 123 billion in sales (2009)

• 324 of the 500 largest non-financial 

companies in Argentina  

An economy integrated with the region and the world
Leading multinational companies operate in Argentina, most of them with a 

long-term vision and commitment.

Examples of multinationals with a presence in Argentina

22



BILATERAL TRADE

ARGENTINA – BULGARIA

BILATERAL TRADE

ARGENTINA – BULGARIA
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Bilateral Trade Argentina - Bulgaria

Source: CEI
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Bilateral Trade Argentina - Bulgaria

Source: CEI
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Bilateral Trade Argentina - Bulgaria

Source: CEI

+145%

+35%
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Bilateral Trade Argentina - Bulgaria

Bulgarian position in the Argentine Foreign Trade by years 

Export 104 107 63 60 65

Import 61 74 78 63 78

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

104
107

63

60

65

61

74
78

63

78
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Bilateral Trade Argentina - Bulgaria

Argentina exports to Bulgaria:
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Exports from Argentina
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Exports from Argentina
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Bilateral Trade Argentina - Bulgaria

Source: CEI

Argentina exports to Bulgaria (2012):
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Bilateral Trade Argentina - Bulgaria

Argentina imports from Bulgaria:
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Bilateral Trade Argentina - Bulgaria

Source: CEI
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Examples of companies

Examples of Argentinean companies

with a presence in Bulgaria:

Examples of Bulgarian companies

with a presence in Argentina:

VIVET TRADING
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Where to find more information?

www.inversiones.gov.ar
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To learn more about how the investing and trade wit h 
Argentina can benefit you, please contact us:

EMBASSY OF THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC IN BULGARIA

http://www.ebulg.mrecic.gov.ar

comerciales_ebulg@mrecic.gov.ar

Av. “Dragan Tsankov” Nr. 36, 8th floor

1040 – Sofia,  Bulgaria

Tel: +3592 971-2539

Fax: +3592 969-3028

Thank You!


