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Statement of Czech Chamber of Commerce, Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Polish Chamber of Commerce and Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry, on the application of the law on the minimum wage in Germany
Czech Chamber of Commerce, Hungarian Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Polish Chamber of Commerce and Slovak Chamber of Commerce and Industry representing the business communities of the Visegrad Four countries expressed deep disappointment with the application of the German law on minimum wages on the services of EU Member States provided in Germany.

This decision has a major impact on services of international commercial transport which is the main instrument for the interconnection between all participants in the European Single Market. Application of the law on the minimum wage on the transport sector leads up to a serious violation of the freedom of movement of goods, which is contrary to the principles of the Single Market, where this freedom is one of the four pillars. The transport sector, not only in our countries but in many other European Member States has been seriously affected by this measure. In addition to higher costs resulting from the obligation to pay the drivers the equivalent of German minimum wage and payment of additional fees, the fulfilment of this obligation is time-consuming and represents additional high administrative burden. A number of carriers, especially small and medium-sized firms report serious consequences including employee layoffs, reduced performance and impending insolvency. The competitiveness of the entire European transport sector is deteriorating.

Using the Posting of Workers Directive 96/71 / EC as the legal basis of the German measures shows that the German authorities interpret the directive very extensively. Directive allows for in Article 3 paragraphs 3, 4 and 5 that national authorities provide for exemptions for the short-term posting or where the amount of work to be done is not significant.
German decision to apply the minimum wage on the international transit shipments is in our opinion absolutely unacceptable, because it is not aimed at providing services in Germany. We therefore expect the European Commission to come to the clear conclusion that the transit traffic will be excluded from the application of the German law on minimum wage.

The introduction of the new German law may be just the beginning and we can expect that the same measures will be taken by other Member States, thereby opening a Pandora's box of retaliatory protectionist measures, which could ultimately lead to a paralysis of the functioning of the Single Market. We believe that the necessity to maintain and strengthen this main instrument of European integration lies at heart of Germany as one of the key countries of the European economy. Our German colleagues entrepreneurs have undoubtedly the same interest in reduction of the barriers at the Single Market and not their increasing. Germany should apply the free movement of services taking into consideration its own and other countries’ interests as well as the reasonable harmonization of parallel legal principles. Any measures to protect own national market may have only short-term benefits, their negative impact on competitiveness will be much higher.

Given that government officials could not yet make any progress in resolving the issue, we invite all the stakeholders including representatives of governments, social partners, transport associations, and chambers of commerce to open negotiations as soon as possible in order to find a reasonable and acceptable solution which would take into account the legitimate demands of all parties.
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